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By some measures things have never been better
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But looking closer reveals real challenges 
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Poverty is the parent of 
revolution and crime

-Aristotle  
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The good news: Graduation rates for CPS students
have increased substantially over time… 
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But we’re doing less well supporting college completion
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What we tend to ignore when 
thinking about reducing poverty 







Great … but what does this have to do with 
reducing poverty?



29% reduction in shootings 
near fixed up, re-developed lots



Great … but what does this have 
to do with reducing poverty???



When do 
shootings 
happen?

Large share of 
Chicago homicides

occur between 
6am and 10pm



Where do most shootings happen? Outdoors

4 in 5 homicides
committed outside









Think about how 
many homicides 
occur within a half-
mile if you lived in, 
say, Englewood?
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29% ↓ in shootings in Englewood  = 
↑ student learning by ~ ½ year of school







In the line of fire
In Austin, Chicago's deadliest neighborhood, business owners struggle to 
stay afloat while keeping themselves and their customers safe
LORENE YUE 
JULY 21, 2012

"People are afraid of coming out here to shop because all they hear 
about is the gunfire on the streets.”

https://www.chicagobusiness.com/staff/lyue/Lorene-Yue
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In the line of fire
In Austin, Chicago's deadliest neighborhood, business owners struggle to 
stay afloat while keeping themselves and their customers safe
LORENE YUE 
JULY 21, 2012

"People are afraid of coming out here to shop because all they hear 
about is the gunfire on the streets.”

1 additional homicide

70 fewer residents

Cullen and Levitt, 1999 RESTAT

https://www.chicagobusiness.com/staff/lyue/Lorene-Yue


Of course public safety far more than 
just fixing up abandoned lots…
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just fixing up abandoned lots…



So how are we doing in 
addressing violence?



Homicide Rate in Chicago, 1985-2019
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But what progress we’re making is 
very uneven across the city
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Reduction
in homicides

Lincoln 
Park



Garfield 
Park
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117% 
Increase

in homicides

Garfield 
Park
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